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which it carefully gathers up, in its picturesque descriptions of the 
games celebrated upon the hill during the two days of the festival, and 
in its admirable sketches of rural life in England. Here the author is 
entirely at home ; and his clear and idiomatic style is admirably suited 
to his subject. 

Among the most curious illustrations of his theme which he has 
brought forward, is a copy of the handbill issued previously to the 
scouring of 1776, which enumerates among other prizes, " Smocks to be 
run for by ladies, the second best of each prize to be entitled to a silk 
hat." In 1785 and in 1803 there were grinning-matches, in which the 
candidates grinned through horse-collars, much in the same manner, we 
suppose, as the fortunate cobbler described in the Spectator. Mr. Hughes 
has also interspersed his narrative with some clever songs and ballads 
in the Somerset and Berkshire dialects. But perhaps the finest passage 
in the volume is his spirited description of the battle of Ashdown, which 
stirs the reader as with the blast of a trumpet, and shows a vigor and 
force of imagination greater than Mr. Hughes has anywhere else exhib- 
ited. It needs only the harmony of numbers to rival the most spirited 
of modern ballads. At the end of the volume is a lay sermon on the 
proper observance of national festivals ; but it is clear that our author's 
strength does not lie in preaching. The Appendix contains some early 
notices of the "White Horse, and other interesting historical memoranda. 



5. — Lectures and Addresses on Literary and Social Topics. By the 
late Rev. Frederick W. Robertson, M. A., of Brighton. Bos- 
ton : Ticknor and Fields. 1859. 12mo. pp. xxxix. and 318. 

Each new volume of Mr. Robertson's remains furnishes new evi- 
dence of the richness of his powers, and of the earnest and self-sacri- 
ficing spirit in which he labored for the good of other men. Whether 
in the pulpit or on the platform, expounding some pregnant passage of 
Sacred Scripture, discussing the characteristics of Wordsworth's poetry, 
or addressing words of hearty cheer to a "Workingmen's Institute, it 
was always with a single eye to the moral and religious benefit of his 
hearers that he spoke. His Sermons are among the most valuable 
contributions to our recent religious literature ; and the Lectures and 
Addresses before us are marked by the same qualities of mind and 
heart which have given popularity to the previous issues of his works. 
The volume opens with an interesting Preface, embodying some new 
facts in regard to Mr. Robertson's well-spent life, and enriched by 
numerous quotations from his letters. Following this are two Ad- 
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dresses delivered before the Workingmen's Institute at Brighton ; — 
the first an opening address upon the formation of the Institute, setting 
forth the objects for which it was formed, the means by which they 
might be best carried out, and the dangers to be avoided in its manage- 
ment ; and the other delivered at a time when internal dissensions were 
threatening its continued existence. A considerable minority of the 
members had sought to introduce into the library of the Institute books 
believed by the majority, and by most of the friends of the enterprise, to 
be of pernicious tendency. In this conjuncture Mr. Robertson volun- 
tarily came forward with an earnest and manly address to the members, 
which shows at once the depth of his own convictions, the generosity of 
his nature, and his unabated interest in the success of the Institute. 
Next we have two judicious and well-considered Lectures on the Influ- 
ence of Poetry on the Working Classes, discussing the nature of poetry, 
and the manner in which it influences and elevates men in general, and 
workingmen in particular. The last of the more elaborate addresses 
in the volume is an appreciative lecture on the poetry of Wordsworth, 
which Mr. Robertson appears to have studied thoroughly, and to have 
admired with his whole heart. The last fifty pages comprise several 
brief speeches, and the notes of an address on the Working Classes. 
In all, we see the earnest and conscientious thinker bringing to the task 
before him the results of patient reflection, and clothing the whole in 
language of beauty and force, with no selfish ambition to gratify, but 
simply intent upon performing his duties in the most efficient manner, 
and amply satisfied with being in some degree helpful to others. 

We are gratified to learn from a foot-note to the Preface, that a vol- 
ume of " Letters on Theological, Philosophical, and Social Questions " 
is in the course of preparation for the press. 



6. — A Complete Collection of the English Poems which have obtained 
the Chancellor's Gold Medal in the University of Cambridge. New 
and Enlarged Edition. Cambridge [England] : Macmillan & Co. 
1859. 16mo. pp.351. 

The Chancellor's Gold Medal in the University of Cambridge was 
first given in 1813 ; and in the forty-six years which have since elapsed, 
some of the most eminent statesmen and scholars in England have re- 
ceived this mark of distinction before leaving the University. Among 
the most celebrated names on the list are those of Dr. Whewell, Lord 
Macaulay, W. M. Praed, Sir E. B. Lytton, Dr. Christopher Words- 
worth, and Alfred Tennyson ; and several of the poems would do no 



